THE   QUESTING   BEAST
Thirty police were captured. Two aeroplanes were brought
down. The workers' hall at Benoni was completely
destroyed by an aeroplane bomb. Martial law was pro-
claimed in Benoni, Bethal, Boksburg, Germiston, Heidel-
burg, Johannesburg, Klerksdorp, Krugersdorp, Middleburg,
Potchefstroom, Pretoria, Roodepoort, Maraisburg, Springs
and Standerton. The Durban Light Infantry were called
out that same day, as well as two battalions of the Railway
and Harbours Brigade, and twenty-six commandos or
civilian "burghers." A general strike was declared in
Durban. The casualty list that day in Johannesburg alone
were nineteen police and thirteen civilians killed, and
eighteen police and twenty-nine civilians wounded. A
further seventy-six came into the town hospital from the
outskirts. There was no news from the East Rand, where
the sound of artillery fire had been persistent.
On the i2th. General Smuts arrived in Johannesburg by
car, having been fired at on the way.
Between Doornfontein and Troyeville the Imperial Light
Horse were taken by, surprise whilst cleaning their kits, and
had twenty casualties before they could come into action
and drive back the strikers. The latter's casualties in this
affray were seventy-nine.
The Transvaal Scottish in the fighting that day at
Benoni lost four killed and twenty wounded. The
battalion was caught in an ambush. The remaining
casualties for the day were two killed, one died of wounds
and two wounded of the military, and four killed and
fourteen wounded of the police, with three missing. Of
civilians two killed and sevea wounded.
By this time Johannesburg was entirely surrounded by
-strikers' commandos.
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